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Introduction  
Kick off the presentation by engaging students and fostering an interactive atmosphere. 
Emphasize the importance of canals and encourage participation. 

 

Suggested Points: 

• Introduce the topic and your enthusiasm for discussing canals and their significance to 
agriculture. 

• Encourage students to raise their hands if they have seen canals in their vicinity.  

• Set the stage for group discussions and individual participation throughout the 
presentation. 

Slide 1: What are Canals? 
Explain the basic concept of canals and their role in agriculture. These structures are engineered 
waterways that facilitate water movement from one place to another. They ensure agricultural 
fields receive water for crop growth. Canals allow farmers to manage their water supply, 
especially in areas that may experience limited rainfall. 

Suggested Points: 

• Discuss the engineering aspect of canals and how they facilitate water delivery to 
farming communities.  

• Explain the importance of water for crop growth and how canals help in areas with 
limited rainfall. 
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• Divide students into small groups to brainstorm advantages of canals for farming, 

encouraging them to think critically about their impact. 

Slide 2: The Importance of Canals in Agriculture 
Review the advantages shared by students and elaborate on them. Canals deliver water to crops, 
helping farmers maintain their fields and ensure healthy yields. Canals enable farmers to put 
food on your tables. They also play a vital role in managing water resources, especially in 
drought-prone areas where limited water availability can threaten crops. 

Suggested Points: 

• Recap the benefits of canals, linking them back to the students' contributions. 

• Discuss additional benefits such as improved efficiency, increased crop yields, and 
economic growth.  

• Put the students into groups to brainstorm how this could benefit farming communities.  

Slide 3: Enhancements to Traditional Irrigation 
Highlight how canals change agricultural practices. Transporting water by canals enables farmers 
to cultivate larger areas and introduce diverse crops, which directly impacts food production and 
local communities. Farmers rely on a network of canals to ensure that their crops receive the 
right amount of water at the right time, optimizing growth and yield. 

Suggested Points: 

• Ask students to think of a world without canals, how would this impact the agricultural 
communities that rely on them?  

Slide 4: Canal Safety 
Take a second to marvel at my incredible dad jokes regarding canal safety. There will be a 
special jeopardy question regarding them later. 

Suggested Points: 

• Stress that understanding canals and respecting canal safety are important—not just for 
personal safety, but also to ensure the water delivery systems remain reliable and secure. 

Slide 5: Key Risks Associated with Canals 

Identify specific risks posed by canals to promote awareness. Canals are critical pieces in the 
water delivery system. However, they may pose a threat to the communities that surround them. 
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The fast currents make the water in canals hazardous, creating a drowning risk for anyone who 
might fall in. Additionally, the steep and slippery banks can hinder your ability to climb out. 
Finally, canals may contain hidden hazards, such as sharp objects like metal or glass, that can 
cause serious injuries. It’s essential for everyone in the community to understand these risks to 
promote safety and awareness around these vital waterways. 

Suggested Points: 

• Discuss the dangers of fast-moving water, steep banks, and hidden hazards. 

• Encourage students to think critically about the risks these dangers pose not just to 
themselves, but also to their peers and community. 

Slide 6: The Four NEVERS of Canal Safety 
Explain the four key safety rules. 

1.      Never take unnecessary risks near a canal. 

2.      Never engage in activities with friends near or in canals. 

3.      Avoid getting too close to the edge of a canal. 

4.      Never attempt to retrieve items or pets from a canal without seeking help. 

Suggested Points: 

• Present each "never" clearly and discuss their importance. 

• Group students to brainstorm other associated risks they might encounter around 
canals. Encourage participation and share insights. 

• Discuss real-life scenarios where these safety rules can be applied, emphasizing the 
impact of reckless behavior. 

Slide 7: Emergency Protocols 
Discuss what to do in case of an emergency near a canal. If an accident occurs or something falls 
into a canal, remain calm and get help immediately. Contact emergency services by dialing 911 
as soon as possible. Trained professionals, such as firefighters, have the tools and knowledge 
necessary to navigate these situations safely. If it’s safe to do so, try to keep the victim in sight 
as they follow the current down the embankment to aid responders in locating them quickly. 
This simple activity can be vital to preventing drowning. Remember, staying composed and 
acting swiftly can reduce risks for everyone involved. 
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Suggested Points: 

• Explain the procedure for contacting emergency services, emphasizing the need for 
calmness. 

• Use the opportunity to reinforce the importance of professionals like firefighters in 
managing such situations. 

• Share the message from the Boise Fire Department, reinforcing the response protocols 
and keeping students engaged. 

Slide 8: Conclusion and Q&A 
Wrap up the presentation by summarizing key takeaways. 

Suggested Points: 

• Reiterate the significance of canals in agriculture and the importance of water delivery 
systems. 

• Open the floor to questions, encouraging students to ask anything related to the 
presentation. 

• Introducing the Jeopardy Game as a fun way to reinforce learning. Highlight the prizes 
(candy/stickers) as incentives for participation. 

Activities: 

• Conclude the session with the Jeopardy Game, aligning questions with key points 
discussed in the presentation for reinforcement and engagement. 

• Use prizes to motivate students and encourage a friendly competitive spirit. 

Final Thoughts 

Encourage ongoing dialogue about canal safety and the importance of water delivery systems 
beyond the presentation. Thank the students for their active participation and enthusiasm! 
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